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Lawyer Ernest Goodman, in a telephone conversation with me, has suggested that 
I write to you regarding my deep concern over a tragedy in niy family. I’m an 
American resident originally from Peru. My brother, Rory Cespedes Chung, and 
my sister, Maria Antonie ta Cespedes Chung, were Peruvian students studying at 
a University in Rosario, Argentina. On December 16, 1978 they were murdered, 
along with an Argentinian friend of ray brother, at my brother's apartment by 
Argentinian police. According to an article in a Rosario newspaper three un- 
named "Terrorists" started slx>oting at police from an apartment. The police 
shot their way into the apartment and killed all three of them. The apart- 
ment's location was not given and a picture of an apartment that wasn't: my 
brother's was shown. 


This description of the incident is totally false. My brother’s roommate was 
v.orking at the time the murder took place, lie was informed of a shooting 
which took place at his apartment. He rushed home to find «•» crowd of people 
standing outside his apartment building. Asking a person what had happened, 
he was told that same terrorists had been shot. He repeated the question. to 
a policeman and received the same reply. He then told the policeman that there 
was s one mistake, that he lived in that apartment and that neither he nor his 
roor.irate were members of any policital, let alone terrorist, organization. 

The policeman immediately apprehended him and threw him in jail. He was im- 
prisoned for 6 days, during which time he was questioned and subjected to phys- 
ical abuse several times. When they let him out of jail, they told him that 
if he didn't leave Argentina, he too would be killed. He went to Buenos Aires - 
the next day and took first flight to Lima. 

In Lima, my mother and him tried to get information about the murder from 
Argentinian officials and the Peruvian embassy in Buenos Aires but neither place 
knew anything about it. My family received a call one night from a friend of 
my brother who said that he went to the Rosario morgue and saw my brother's and 
sister's bodies there. Eventually the story came out in the Line newspapers 
but, despite repeated efforts by my family, the bodies remained in Argentina. 

This entire affair has outraged me. Apart from the personal tragedy of losing 
my siblings, the circumstances of the deaths, the disregard for any human rights 
on the "part of the Argentinian police, and the disrespect accorded my family by 
Argentina in not even sending the bodies back to Peru has led me to attempt to 
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seek justice in any way possible. My brother and sister were totally innocent 
of any political crimes. Neither of them were involved in any political ac- 
tivities, nor did either of them (jwn any weapons. My sister’s only reason ~~ or 
being at my brother's apartment that day was that she had to do her laundry. 

I would 'appreciate your suggestions and any help you could give me regarding 
this- terrible killing, of innocent people. I look forward to vour reply. 

Thank you. 


Respectfully, 



Belma Cespedes 





cc: Ernest Goodman 

Susan Susman 
Dept , of Humn Rights 
Clashing ton , D . ’C . ) 
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i ASESINAN ESTUDIANTES 
J PERU AMOS EN ARGENTINA 


i La disndura dc Videla tigue ase- 
^ tinando imuunernentf Esta vez 
(<i »ictir*i35 han lido dot eitudianifj 
per uanos. nature: es de la ciudad de 
Lj.nes r que curjaban estudios en la 
Ur.wrrsin.irt d«" Rotaro. 

Se iiasa de ‘os hermanos Rory 
CApedrs Cnun.j y Marfa Antonieta 
Cespedes Chung, estudi antes da ma- 
dic ; na y odontolcgia, respect ivamen- 
♦ e qjifPii funron ametrallados por 
It represidr argcntina en el interior 
di- s’j domiciiio. mientras racibfan la 
visita de otro estudianlc argenttno, 
presumitlemente vinculado al grupo 
Muntonero. 

La inloimacidn oficial argeritina 
-tan /afw como la peruana— afirmb 
que « trateba del abatimiento de 
”u.» grupo terrorist!*' que s* enfrtn* 
to a ba‘aros a la poiicta. La aaavera- 





Rory y Marta Antoaiala C*apa«**». Muartoa 
a manaahra por la r«praa!6r\ argansina. 


ci6n ha sido deamentide por un testi- 
90 peruano, tambitn estudi ante, qua 
vivfa con las Wctimas. El afirma que 
al enfrentamiento resulu imposible 
tanto poroue an el interior de la cast 
no existla ninguna amna de fuego co- 
mo por la falU da militancia poJ/tica 
da los dot peru an os asasinados. 

Poster iormente a la matanza, las 
fuarzas represivas capturaron al testi- 
90, lo torturaron y termlnaron por 
de/arlo an libensd anta la total falta 
de prucbas an cu contra. 

Lot padres de las vfctimas, Aldo 
Ctspcdes v Antonieta Chung, resi- 
dantes en Lima, han demandado la 
Intervencidn y protesta del Ministerio 
de Reiacionas Exterloret. Haste el 
momento, sin embargo, sus exlgen- 
cias han resuludo Infructuosas. 

^Ser 4 que por no "daflar nuestras 
reiacionas mternacioneles*', nuestros 
gobernantes perm i ten que ciudada- 
nos perusnos Man aseslnados impu- 
namanta? 








